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Jim Allaire—Our Lady’s, term ending June 2023             james.allaire@gmail.com 
I grew up in Winona Minnesota in a conventional pre-Vatican II Catholic family and studied for the priesthood 
after high school. I left the seminary in 1967, influenced by the Vatican Council’s teaching about the “priesthood 
of the faithful”. (I am of that generation that knows both forms of Church.) I married, became a psychologist. 
Barbara and I raised two sons, and have six grandchildren who keep us young. My wife, Barbara, and I are co-
founders of two Catholic Worker houses of hospitality for the homeless in Minnesota. The Winona Catholic 
Worker became a school for learning the Works of Mercy and the Sermon on the Mount. I currently maintain a 
national website for the Catholic Worker Movement. The witness and writings of Dorothy Day are an inspiration 
for me. We moved from Minnesota to Newton and joined Our Lady’s in 2010. Currently, I serve as a lector, coor-
dinate the book club, and help with holiday meal delivery. Church areas of interest for me are ecumenism, litur-
gical spirituality, and environmental issues. 

Ginny Arpino—Assistant to the Pastoral Team          garpino@sholnewton.org 

Anne Marie David—Our Lady’s Director of Music               amdavid@sholnewton.org 

Gina (Marzilli) Chaimanis—Our Lady’s, term ending June 2024         

      ginachaimanis@gmail.com, 617-461-2590 
As a fourth-generation parishioner, my childhood is full of happy memories that revolve around Our Lady’s. My 
heart swells with joy when I see my three young children praying (and playing) in these familiar pews. My hus-
band John and I are so grateful to be a part of our loving and welcoming parish, and we are excited to help it 
continue to grow and thrive in the service of our Lord. I have had the pleasure of getting to know our fellow pa-
rishioners better while volunteering as a Lector, Eucharistic Minister, and Religious Education teacher. The 
friends I have made through our church faith continuation programs (Boston Cursillo, the Spiritual Exercises of 
St. Ignatius of Loyola, and small faith-sharing groups) have helped to elevate my prayer life immensely. The many 
men and women who quietly serve here inspire me to consider how I can do more for our church. I am so happy 
to serve on the Pastoral Council, and am eager to meet more parishioners and hear your stories and ideas. We 
live in a three-generation household and are sensitive to the varying interests and needs of our large parish. I 
usually attend the 4 pm Saturday and 10 am Sunday Masses with my noisy family. Please say hello and introduce 
yourself! 

Isabella Dugan—Our Lady’s Youth Representative                  rita@tomduganmarking.com 
My faith journey began at the 10:00am Mass, sitting wide eyed, entranced by the Children’s Choir. One of my 
best decisions in life was joining the community of singers, back in 2012. I could never have imagined that my 
passion for singing would bless me with a choir family that loves and supports me in all of my endeavors. Many 
of the members have held my hand through my darkest days, and have been by my side to celebrate my accom-
plishments; they raised me to be the person I am today.  I recently returned from the Catholic Heart Workcamp 
trip to Dover, Delaware. The experience was absolutely life changing! As youth representative, my goal will be to 
educate other teenagers on the trip. Also, I hope to help Jared Blake grow his Youth Group, which will begin in 
the fall, and his Rosary Club, which currently meets after the 6:00pm Mass at Our Lady’s. The friendships I have 
made from these communities have enhanced my faith within a very short period of time.  



Nick Frega—Pastoral Associate               nfrega@sholnewton.org 

Erica Johnson—Sacred Heart Director of Liturgy & Music      ejohnson@sholnewton.org 

 

Bill Koffel—Deacon                        bkoffel@sholnewton.org 

Peg Miller—Sacred Heart, term ending June 2023          millerampm@comcast.net 
I came to Sacred Heart Parish in 2007. Having worked at St. Philip Neri Parish for 12 years as Parish Administra-
tive staff, I was invited to join the office staff at Sacred Heart and did so until my retirement in 2017. I continue to 
be an active volunteer as lector, faith sharing group leader, and prayer shawl ministry contributor. I now spend 
half of each week babysitting my two local preschool grandchildren. It has been a joy to work with clergy, staff 
and other fabulous volunteers in the collaborative. May all who come to our doors find the warmth and wel-
come that I have experienced and I hope that the needs of the greater community can be met through our 
efforts. I look forward to serving you in the Pastoral Council and welcome your input. 

Elizabeth Micci—Our Lady’s, term ending June 2024        

               elizabethamicci@gmail.com, 781-704-9689 
I grew up on the South Shore and attended local Catholic schools from kindergarten through twelfth grade. My 
fulfilling experiences in academic environments which promoted rigorous thinking, community-orientation, and 
a service ethos influenced my decision to begin a career in education. Over the last fifteen years, I have lived as 
close by as Cambridge and as far away as Virginia, Houston, and, most recently, Hong Kong! In each of these 
places I have been blessed to be a member of wonderful school communities as a student, teacher, and princi-
pal. Upon moving to Newton in the fall of 2019, finding a strong faith community was a priority, and I am thrilled 
to have found such an active and thriving one in Our Lady’s Parish. Having the opportunity to serve on the Parish 
Council is an immense privilege and I hope that community members will feel comfortable reaching out to me at 
any time with issues and ideas they would like represented.  

Paul Hurney—Sacred Heart, term ending June 2024           paulmhurney@gmail.com 
I am a life-long Newton resident, having grown up in Newton Lower Falls (belonging to St. John The Evangelist in 
Wellesley Hills), getting married at St. Bernard's in West Newton, and joining Sacred Heart 25 years ago. I was 
one of the first Lay Readers (as we were called then) at St John's while still in high school. I rejoined the Lec-
tor Ministry at Sacred Heart, and since 2014 I have been the volunteer scheduler for all lay ministries. In 2020, I 
was a member of the "Reopening Team" at Sacred Heart. I look forward to serving the collaborative as a mem-
ber of the Pastoral Council.  

Kathie Long—Sacred Heart, term ending June 2025                             kathielong44@gmail.com 

God continues to be great to me! I was born into a loving family in a great country, raised as a Catholic child of 
faith, and educated by Jesuits at BC. I loved teaching high schoolers and then preschoolers. I married two guys 
who thought I was terrific much of the time! I raised two boys who contribute to society and their families and 
make me proud. Keep me posted with your comments and ideas to enrich my term on the Pastoral Council. 



Tom Morrison—Sacred Heart, term ending June 2023          tmorrison512@gmail.com 
I joined Sacred Heart Parish in 1978 with my wife Peg and two sons, who were 4 and 1 at the time. Soon after, I 
was asked to join the choir, which consisted of two guitar players, and I became the second singer. As our chil-
dren grew and we became more active in the parish, we attended several Family Retreats, joined a Faith For-
mation group, and volunteered to be part of a team that participated in providing Pre-Cana courses for engaged 
couples. In retirement, I have been fortunate to provide additional services to Sacred Heart and the Collabora-
tive as a Minister for the Sick and Homebound, a Minister of Communion, a member of the Sacred Heart Finance 
Council and now the Collaborative Pastoral Council. I have continued my singing for over 40 years now in the 
Sacred Heart Choir. While I appreciate being offered the opportunity to assist our Parish and Collaborative, I 
would be more effective if I heard from all of you with your questions, suggestions and recommendations. Thank 
you. 

Kate Neal—Pastoral Associate                        kneal@sholnewton.org 

Monica Pacheco-Tougas—Our Lady’s, term ending June 2023      moqui12@gmail.com 
I am honored to be part of the Pastoral Council. I hope to contribute to our continued growth as an active and 
welcoming parish. In 2007, my husband and I moved from Connecticut to Massachusetts and settled in Waltham. 
After visiting several area parishes, we came to Our Lady’s for Mass, and I was won over when I heard the en-
trance song: Pescador de Hombres (Lord, You Have Come). I was born and raised in Caracas, Venezuela, and had 
been singing that song for ages! Since that day, attending Mass at Our Lady’s —and being with friends with 
whom I shared Cursillo and Small Christian Communities and worked on ministries like Justice and Peace, Helping 
Hands, and others—opens my heart to God’s peace and will. As a new high school math teacher (a career change 
in 2018) and with two teenage boys at home, I need God’s loving embrace every Sunday. Please, say hello when 
you see me at Mass. I would love to hear your ideas and thoughts regarding the life of our Catholic community in 
the 21st Century. 

Kristina Preman—Pastoral Associate & DRE              kpreman@sholnewton.org 

Fr. Dan Riley—Pastor                                           driley@sholnewton.org 

Maura Mitchell—Our Lady’s, term ending June 2024                     mauramitchell@yahoo.com 
I have been a part of the Our Lady's community since moving to Newton in 2016 with my husband Mike and two 
elementary-aged children, Tommy and Mary. I love being part of the Our Lady's community and have taught 
religious education as well as serve at Mass. Professionally, I work as a mental health counselor in the Brockton 
Public school system and love helping others. I’m very excited to join the Pastoral Council and look forward to 
contributing to a positive parish community. I’m here to serve all the wonderful members of the parish and look 
forward to this new journey on the Pastoral Council.  



Laura Shachmut—Sacred Heart, term ending June 2024                    laura@shachmut.net 
My husband Kyle and I moved to Massachusetts from Arkansas in 2007 and have lived in Newton since 
2009. We now have 3 school-aged daughters, Abigail, Elizabeth, and Madeline. I work full time for Boston Public 
Schools as a school psychologist and part time as a family photographer for Newton and the surrounding are-
as. My family and I have loved being a part of the Our Lady’s and Sacred Heart communities and we look for-
ward to meeting more individuals and families in the coming years. In my free time, I enjoy watching my daugh-
ters play soccer, spending time with the family dog, and being outside whenever possible.  

Charlotte Storey—Sacred Heart Youth Representative            joyce_leonardo@hotmail.com 

My name is Charlotte, and I will be a sophomore at Newton South this year. I’ve been attending Sacred Heart 
since I was in kindergarten. I have tried various ministries, such as the children’s choir, altar server, and commu-
nity outreach. I particularly enjoy supporting parish social events and Sunday coffee hours, which are a fun and 
easy way for families and kids to get involved in the parish. I look forward to serving as a member of the pastoral 
council! 

Beth Tango—Sacred Heart, term ending June 2025                               ertango@tangofam.com  
Inspired by the beauty of the Catholic Church, its liturgy and how it relates to the Bible and the writings of the 
saints, I converted in 1994. Jo and I, and our four children, have been worshipping at Our Lady’s and Sacred 
Heart since 2001 and formally joined Sacred Heart in 2009. I have been sharing my love of God’s Word and 
Church teachings to 5th Grade Religious Ed students for eight years. I have served in the Helping Hands ministry 
and have been encouraged in my walk with Jesus through retreats and in our community’s faith sharing groups. I 
am honored to be a member of the Pastoral Council and, with your help, I am excited to bring your ideas and 
concerns to the council. So please say hello at Mass or email me and let me know how I can help!  

Hannah Smith—Our Lady’s, term ending June 2025  hannahmaysmith51@gmail.com 

I am a lifelong resident of Waltham. I attended Our Lady Comforter of the Afflicted grammar school and Trinity 
Catholic High School here at the parish, where I was a member of the last graduating class in 2012. I received my 
Bachelor’s Degree from the College of the Holy Cross and started volunteering here at Our Lady’s in Newton as a 
catechist with the Religious Ed program shortly after college. I have taught first grade (in-person) and second 
grade (on Zoom!) classes over the past four years. I work in Sales Enablement for a global company based in Bos-
ton, and I am an avid Red Sox fan. I’m looking forward to serving as a new member of the Pastoral Council.   


